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Math 1680.008 Syllabus 

Semester: Fall 2011
Class meets: MW 2-3:20pm PHYS 115
Instructor: Yu Weng 
Office: GAB 402
Office Hours: MW 3:30-4:30pm, TR 9-10am (Tentative; will be settled on Sept 1)
Email: weng@unt.edu 
Webpage: www.math.unt.edu/~yweng


Books and Required Materials:

Required Workbook: It is based on the 4th edition of Statistics  by Freedman, Pisani, and Purves. This workbook has all the homework questions. You must bring it to every class so we can work on some of the questions.

The workbook can be purchased in the Copy Center in the Student Union (2nd floor, near the main stairwell). 
You do not need to buy the textbook.
Calculator: Except for Chapter 15, any scientific calculator with the functionality of taking square roots would be sufficient. The capability of taking permutations and combinations is required for Chapter 15 on Binomial formula.  Your alternative in that case: try to find a web-calculator for your homework if you want to know what exactly the values are.  On the exam I don’t require you to give exact numerical answer if the correct process is shown. No cell phones on the exams though. You must bring a functional calculator and back-up batteries to the exams.

Basis for grading:

3 Regular Exams + 1 comprehensive Final Exam

Homework: assigned and collected weekly

Grading weights:

Homework: 19 best homework chapter grades (out of 21 total): ~19% (each worth 1% of your grade)
Exams: 2 best exam scores + 1 final: 81% (27% each )

On learning the material and getting a good grade:

1. Come to every class and take notes, preview notes if you can*

2. Do every homework assignment and turn it in on time.*

3. Ask for help on homework only after you have tried hard enough*

Class attendance is highly correlated with performance in this class. (You’ll learn what that means in terms of numbers in this class.) You may still pull off a good grade without stellar attendance, but I suspect that’s because you already know more than the rest of the class at the outset. 

Homework Grading:

· Each chapter is set at 100 points total. 
Turning in some work for a chapter entitles you to at least 20 points for that chapter. 
Whether you’ll get full credit for the remaining 80 points depends on how well you do on the three to six questions which your grader picks to grade. Must show details!

· Bottom line: It never hurts to turn in some work. 
Warning: Staple each chapter separately if multiple chapters are due.  Any single chapter with several pages of work must be stapled. 

Turn in complete solutions, which mean the work you do and the stuff you put in your calculator that led to the final answer. For essay questions, provide explanations when asked. 

· Performing musicians practice playing several hours a day to maintain their level of performance. In many similar ways people keep up to date in their area, including keeping up with a math class. Do not expect to remember much if you did not work on understanding the questions worked out on your notes within a day or two of the last class. For an elementary class as this one, there will be formulae to use and procedures to follow, and you are only expected to do the same thing as shown in class. If nothing else, rewrite your notes neatly to get started. 

Statistics from last class:

38% of a previous semester’s classes received A’s.—most of them were regular attending students 
11% of a previous semester’s classes received F’s -- All of them were regular absentees.  

On dropping the lowest test grade:

The material is cumulative. So if you plan on skipping a whole block of material, you are putting your performance on subsequent exams at risk.

On attendance:

Do not expect me to teach you what you missed while absent, unless you have a legitimate and documented reason (such as sickness with a visit to a doctor, funeral service, etc.). This class is fast-paced with several regular exams, therefore, if you expect to miss some classes, get a classmate’s contact information and ask to copy their notes. 

I spend time going over a few homework questions in class before they are due, so getting the notes would be helpful.

Grade Breakdown:

	Event
	Tentative Date
	Point Value

	Exam 1
	September 28 (1,2,3,4,5,8,9)
	100 points

	Exam 2
	October 26 (10,11,13,14,15)
	100 points

	Exam 3
	 November 16 (16, 17,18, 19)
	100 points

	Final Exam
	December 14 (Above + 20,21,23, 26)
	100 points

	Homework
	Weekly
	


Your final grade = Average of Three exams *81% + Homework average * 19%

A: [90,100];   B:[80,90);  C:[70,80);  D:[60,70);  F:[0,60).  
Cheating:
It should go without saying, but cheating on quizzes and exams will not be tolerated.  If I catch you cheating in any form or fashion (subject to my judgment), you will be at my mercy and you will be subject to any punishment I deem appropriate, up to and including receiving an F for the course or being referred to an appropriate ethics authority.  

Regarding Students with Disabilities:

It is the responsibility of students with certified disabilities to provide the instructor with appropriate documentation from the Dean of Students Office.  If you have a disability, you must provide me with the appropriate documentation before I can accommodate you. 

Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness:

The Student Evaluation of Teaching Effectiveness (SETE) is a requirement for all organized classes at UNT. This short survey will be made available to you at the end of the semester, providing you a chance to comment onhow this class is taught.  I am very interested in the feedback I get from students, as I work to continually improve my teaching. I consider the SETE to be an important part of your participation in this class. The spring administration of the SETE will remain open through the week of finals.
UNT MATH TUTOR LAB (GAB 440):  
Go to Website: www.math.unt.edu/mathlab for information. Opens September 1.

Fall 2011:  September 1 – December 9, 2011

Monday – Thursday:  7:00 am – 9:00 pm

Friday: 7:00 am – 4:00 pm

Saturday:  12:00 pm – 5:00 pm

                Closed Sundays and holidays

ONLINE TUTORING:
www.unt.edu/lc, select the online tutoring button located in the left column of the page.  The link will direct you www.smarthinking.com 

Supplemental Instruction: (TBA)

FINAL EXAM DATE AND TIME: __________________

                                         (http://essc.unt.edu/registrar/schedule/fall/final.html)

