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1 Introduction

Let S be a finite set. A Coxeter matrix over S is a square matrix M = (ms,t)s,t∈S indexed by the
elements of S , with coefficients in N ∪ {∞}, such that ms,s = 1 for all s ∈ S , and ms,t = mt,s > 2 for
all s, t ∈ S , s 6= t . Such a matrix is usually represented by a labeled graph, Γ, called a Coxeter graph,
defined by the following data. The set of vertices of Γ is S . Two vertices s, t ∈ S are connected by an
edge if ms,t > 3, and this edge is labeled with ms,t if ms,t > 4.

If a, b are two letters and m is an integer > 2, then we denote by Π(a, b,m) the alternating word aba. . .
of length m. In other words, Π(a, b,m) = (ab)

m
2 if m is even, and Π(a, b,m) = (ab)

m−1
2 a if m is odd.

Let Γ be a Coxeter graph and let M = (ms,t)s,t∈S be its Coxeter matrix. With Γ we associate a group,
A[Γ], called the Artin group of Γ, defined by the presentation

A[Γ] = 〈S | Π(s, t,ms,t) = Π(t, s,ms,t) for s, t ∈ S , s 6= t , ms,t 6=∞〉 .

The Coxeter group of Γ, denoted by W[Γ], is the quotient of A[Γ] by the relations s2 = 1, s ∈ S . We
say that Γ is of spherical type if W[Γ] is finite.

Despite the popularity of Artin groups, little is known about their automorphisms and even less about
their endomorphisms. The most studied cases are the braid groups, corresponding to the Coxeter
graphs An (n > 1), and the right-angled Artin groups, for which ms,t ∈ {2,∞} for all s, t ∈ S . The
automorphism group of A[An] was determined in [DG81] and the set of its endomorphisms in [Cas09]
for n > 5, in [CKM19] for n > 4 and in [Ore24] for n > 2. On the other hand, there are many
papers dealing with automorphism groups of right-angled Artin groups, but little is known about their
endomorphisms.

Apart from these two classes, the Artin groups for which the automorphism group is determined are the
2-generator Artin groups [GHMR00], some 2-dimensional Artin groups [Cri05, AC23], the large-type
free-of-infinity Artin groups [Vas25], the Artin groups of type Bn , Ãn and C̃n [CC05], the Artin group
of type D4 [Sor21], and the Artin groups of type Dn for n > 6 [CP23]. On the other hand, apart from
Artin groups of type An , the set of endomorphisms is determined only for Artin groups of type Dn for
n > 6 [CP23], and, very recently, for the Artin groups of type Ãn for n > 4 [PS25].
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The goal of the present paper is to determine a classification of the endomorphisms of the Artin groups
of spherical type A[Bn] for n > 5, and of its quotients by the center A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]) (see Theorems 2.1
and 2.8), where Bn is the Coxeter graph depicted in Figure 1.1. This paper is a continuation of
the article [PS25] by the authors, in which, as a key ingredient, a classification of homomorphisms
A[Ãn−1] −→ A[An] was obtained (see Proposition 4.1 therein). We apply this classification to the
study of endomorphisms of A[Bn] by considering a well-known sequence of inclusions: A[Ãn−1] ↪−→
A[Bn] ↪−→ A[An] (see Section 2). Thus an arbitrary endomorphism ϕ : A[Bn] −→ A[Bn] gives rise to
a composition homomorphism

A[Ãn−1] ↪−→ A[Bn]
ϕ−−−→ A[Bn] ↪−→ A[An],

which can be analyzed using results from [PS25]. The techniques we use are mostly algebraic, with
an occasional involvement of combinatorics of essential reduction systems of curves for the mapping
classes of homeomorphisms of the punctured disk.

1 2 3 n−1 n

4
Bn :

Figure 1.1: The Coxeter graph of type Bn (n > 2)

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we give definitions and precise statements of our
results. Section 3 contains preliminaries, Section 4 contains the proofs related to the endomorphisms of
A[Bn] and Section 5 contains proofs related to endomorphisms of A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]). Section 6 contains
some additional remarks, and in Section 7 we summarize the questions related to classification of
automorphisms and endomorphisms of Artin groups of spherical and affine types which, to the best of
our knowledge, remain open.
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2 Definitions and statements

2.1 Key definitions

As was mentioned above, two other Coxeter graphs play an important role in our study: the Coxeter
graphs An and Ãn−1 , depicted in Figure 2.1. Our key ingredient is the following sequence of inclusions:

A[Ãn−1]
ιÃ

↪−−−−→ A[Bn]
ιB

↪−−−−→ A[An] ,
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Figure 2.1: Coxeter graphs An (n > 1), and Ãn−1 (n > 3)

which we are going to define. We denote the standard generators of A[Bn] as r1, . . . , rn , the standard
generators of A[An] as s1, . . . , sn , and the standard generators of A[Ãn−1] as t0, t1, . . . , tn−1 .

Define ρB ∈ A[Bn] as
ρB = r1 . . . rn−1 rn.

A direct calculation shows that ρB ri ρ
−1
B = ri+1 for all 1 6 i 6 n − 2 and ρ2

B rn−1 ρ
−2
B = r1 . Thus if

we set r0 = ρB rn−1 ρ
−1
B , then ρB ri ρ

−1
B = ri+1 for all 0 6 i 6 n− 2 and ρB rn−1ρ

−1
B = r0 . (We note,

however, that rn and r0 are two different elements of A[Bn], since their images in the abelianization
of A[Bn] are distinct.) It turns out (see [KP02, CC05]) that the subgroup 〈r0, . . . , rn−1〉 of A[Bn] is
isomorphic to A[Ãn−1], and there is a decomposition of A[Bn] into a semidirect product:

A[Bn] ' A[Ãn−1] o Z = 〈r0, . . . , rn−1〉o 〈ρB〉,

such that conjugation by ρB induces the cyclic shift on generators r0, . . . , rn−1 . We define ιÃ as:

ιÃ : A[Ãn−1] ↪−→ A[Bn], ti 7−→ ri, for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1.

From now on we identify A[Ãn−1] with the image of ιÃ . So, A[Ãn−1] is viewed as the subgroup of
A[Bn] generated by r0, r1, . . . , rn−1 , and we have ti = ri for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1 via this identification.

We define the second embedding ιB : A[Bn] ↪−→ A[An] as:

ιB : A[Bn] ↪−→ A[An], ri 7−→ si, for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1, rn 7−→ (sn)2.

The existence of an embedding A[Bn] ↪−→ A[An] was observed independently by several authors
(see [Bri73, Lam94, Cri99]). A simple combinatorial proof that ιB is an embedding is given in [Man97,
Proposition 1].

From now on we identify A[Bn] with the image of ιB . So, A[Bn] is viewed as the subgroup of A[An]
generated by s1, . . . , sn−1, (sn)2 , and we have ri = si for all 1 6 i 6 n − 1 and rn = (sn)2 via this
identification.

The Coxeter graphs Bn and An are of spherical type, while the Coxeter graph Ãn is not of spherical type
(it is of affine type). We know that the center of A[Ãn] is trivial (see [CP03, Proposition 1.3]), whereas
the centers of A[An] and A[Bn] are infinite cyclic. The center Z(A[An]) of A[An] is generated by ∆2 ,
where ∆ is the so-called Garside element of A[An] equal to:

∆ = (s1s2 . . . sn) (s1s2 . . . sn−1) . . . (s1s2) s1 ,

see [KT08, Theorem 1.24]. We have ∆si∆
−1 = sn+1−i for all 1 6 i 6 n. Similarly, the center

Z(A[Bn]) of A[Bn] is generated by the Garside element ∆B of A[Bn], which is equal to:

∆B = (r1 . . . rn−1rn)n = ρn
B ,
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see [BS72, Satz 7.2] and [Bou68, Chapter VI, Section 4, n◦5, (III)]. Moreover, under the identification
via the embedding ιB , we have ∆B = ∆2 , so that A[Bn] and A[An] share the same center, see [PS25,
Lemma 4.2].

Let, as before, Γ be a Coxeter graph with the vertex set S . For X ⊂ S we denote by ΓX the full subgraph
of Γ spanned by X , by AX[Γ] the subgroup of A[Γ] generated by X , and by WX[Γ] the subgroup of
W[Γ] generated by X . We know by [Lek83] that AX[Γ] is naturally isomorphic to A[ΓX], and we know
by [Bou68, Chapter 4, Section 1.8, Theorem 2(i)] that WX[Γ] is naturally isomorphic to W[ΓX].

Denote Y = {t1, t2, . . . , tn−1} ⊂ A[Ãn−1]. Notice that the full subgraph of Ãn−1 spanned by Y is
isomorphic to An−1 . We denote by ∆Y = ∆Y [Ãn−1] the Garside element of AY [Ãn−1]. In particular,

∆Y = (t1t2 . . . tn−1) (t1t2 . . . tn−2) . . . (t1t2) t1 ,

and ∆2
Y generates the center of AY [Ãn−1]. Let

ρ0 = t1 t2 . . . tn−1, ρ1 = t−1
1 t−1

2 . . . t−1
n−1.

Clearly ρ0, ρ1 ∈ AY [Ãn−1]. A direct calculation shows that ρ0 ti ρ−1
0 = ρ1 ti ρ−1

1 = ti+1 for all
1 6 i 6 n− 2 and ρ2

0 tn−1 ρ
−2
0 = ρ2

1 tn−1 ρ
−2
1 = t1 . So if we define

v0 = ρ0 tn−1 ρ
−1
0 , v1 = ρ1 tn−1 ρ

−1
1 ,

then ρk tn−1 ρ
−1
k = vk and ρk vk ρ

−1
k = t1 , for k = 0, 1. Figure 2.2 depicts the standard generators

t1, . . . , tn−1 and elements v0 and v1 interpreted as braids on n + 1 strands (viewed as elements of A[An]
via the embedding ιB ◦ ιÃ ).

t1 t2 t3 v0 v1

Figure 2.2: Braid pictures of the standard generators t1, . . . , tn−1 and elements v0 and v1 , depicted for n = 4.

Also, we denote by δ ∈ A[Bn] the element (recall that we identify ti with ri for 0 6 i 6 n− 1):

δ = (ρ1)−1ρ0 = rn−1rn−2 . . . r2 (r2
1) r2 . . . rn−2rn−1,

which will be used in the description of endomorphisms and automorphisms of A[Bn] written in the
standard generators in Corollaries 2.3 and 2.6. We note also that the word representing element δ
appears in some other contexts in the literature, see Remark 3 in Section 6.

If G is a group and g ∈ G, then we denote by conjg : G → G, h 7→ ghg−1 , the conjugation by
g. We have a homomorphism conj : G → Aut(G), g 7→ conjg , whose image is the group Inn(G) of
inner automorphisms, and whose kernel is the center of G. The group Inn(G) is a normal subgroup
of Aut(G), and the quotient Out(G) = Aut(G)/Inn(G) is the outer automorphism group of G. Two
homomorphisms ϕ1, ϕ2 : G → H are said to be conjugate if there exists h ∈ H such that ϕ2 =

conjh ◦ ϕ1 . Our classification of endomorphisms of A[Bn] and A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]) will be made up to
conjugation.
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2.2 Results on endomorphisms of A[Bn]

Now we are ready to state our results on endomorphisms of A[Bn]. Their proofs will be given in
Section 4.

Theorem 2.1 Let n > 5 and ϕ : A[Bn] −→ A[Bn] be an endomorphism. Then, up to conjugation, ϕ
belongs to one of the following three types, written in generators t0, . . . , tn−1, ρB as follows:

(1) There exist g, h ∈ A[Bn] such that gh = hg and for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1:

ϕ(ti) = g,

ϕ(ρB) = h.

(2) There exist ε ∈ {±1} and p, q ∈ Z such that for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1:

(2a):
ϕ(ti) = tεi ∆p

B ,

ϕ(ρB) = ρB ∆q
B ,

or (2b):
ϕ(ti) = tεn−i ∆p

B ,

ϕ(ρB) = ρ−1
B ∆q

B.

(Note that the indices are taken modulo n so that tn = t0 .)

(3) There exist ε ∈ {±1}, k ∈ {0, 1} and p, q, r, s ∈ Z such that for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1:

ϕ(ti) = tεi ∆2p
Y ∆q

B ,

ϕ(t0) = vεk ∆2p
Y ∆q

B ,

ϕ(ρB) = ρk ∆2r
Y ∆s

B .

Except for endomorphisms of type (1), where the pair of commuting elements (g, h) is determined
only up to simultaneous conjugation in A[Bn], there is no redundancy in Theorem 2.1, as the following
proposition shows.

Proposition 2.2 Let n > 5 and ϕ and ψ be two endomorphisms of A[Bn], such that for some
x ∈ A[Bn] we have ϕ = conjx ◦ ψ . Then ϕ and ψ belong to the same type (1), (2a), (2b), or (3) of
Theorem 2.1, and parameters ε ∈ {±1}, k ∈ {0, 1}, p, q, r, s ∈ Z are the same for ϕ and ψ .

We also give a description of endomorphisms of A[Bn] in the standard generators.

Corollary 2.3 In the standard generators r1, . . . , rn of A[Bn] any endomorphism ϕ : A[Bn] −→ A[Bn],
viewed up to conjugation in A[Bn], can be written as follows:

(I) There exist g, h ∈ A[Bn] such that gh = hg and for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1:

ϕ(ri) = g,

ϕ(rn) = h.

(II) There exist ε ∈ {±1} and p, q ∈ Z such that for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1:

(IIa):
ϕ(ri) = rεi ∆p

B

ϕ(rn) = rεn ∆q
B

or (IIb):
ϕ(ri) = rεi ∆p

B

ϕ(rn) = δ−ε r−εn ∆q
B.
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(III) There exist ε ∈ {±1} and p, q, r, s ∈ Z such that for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1:

(IIIa):
ϕ(ri) = rεi ∆2p

Y ∆q
B

ϕ(rn) = ∆2r
Y ∆s

B
or (IIIb):

ϕ(ri) = rεi ∆2p
Y ∆q

B

ϕ(rn) = δ−ε ∆2r
Y ∆s

B.

Remark 1 It will follow from the proof of Theorem 2.1, that case (IIa) of Corollary 2.3 combines case
ε = 1 of (2a) and case ε = −1 of (2b) of Theorem 2.1, whereas case (IIb) combines case ε = 1 of
(2b) and ε = −1 of (2a). Similarly, case (IIIa) of Corollary 2.3 combines case ε = 1, k = 0 and case
ε = −1, k = 1 of (3), whereas case (IIIb) combines case ε = −1, k = 0 and case ε = 1, k = 1 of (3)
in Theorem 2.1.

Corollary 2.4 Let n > 5 and ϕ : A[Bn] −→ A[Bn] be an endomorphism.

(1) ϕ is injective if and only if ϕ is conjugate to an endomorphism of type (2a) or (2b) of Theorem 2.1.

(2) ϕ is surjective if and only if ϕ is conjugate to an endomorphism of type (2a) or (2b) of Theorem 2.1
with q = 0.

As another corollary of Theorem 2.1, we recover a description of the automorphism group and the
outer automorphism group of A[Bn] for n > 5. This result was obtained for n > 3 in [CC05], and,
independently, in [BM07, Theorem 7], by different methods.

Corollary 2.5 (Charney–Crisp [CC05], Bell–Margalit [BM07]) Let n > 5. Then

Aut(A[Bn]) ' (Inn(A[Bn]) o Z) o (Z/2Z× Z/2Z) ,

and
Out(A[Bn]) ' (Z o Z/2Z)× Z/2Z ' D∞ × Z/2Z ,

where the Z factor is generated by the transvection automorphism T :

T :
T(ti) = ti ·∆B, 0 6 i 6 n− 1,

T(ρB) = ρB ,

and the two copies of Z/2Z are generated by commuting involutions τ and µ:

τ :
τ (ti) = t−1

n−i ,

τ (ρB) = ρ−1
B ,

µ :
µ(ti) = t−1

i ,

µ(ρB) = ρB ,

for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1, i.e.

Aut(A[Bn]) '
(
Inn(A[Bn]) o 〈T〉

)
o
(
〈µ〉 × 〈τ〉

)
,

Out(A[Bn]) ' 〈T〉o
(
〈µ〉 × 〈τ〉

)
'
(
〈T〉o 〈µ〉

)
× 〈τ〉 ,

with D∞ = 〈T〉o 〈µ〉 being isomorphic to the infinite dihedral group.

We also get a description of automorphisms of A[Bn] given in the standard generators in Corollary 2.6
below. The proof of it follows from Corollaries 2.3 and 2.5 by direct computation using the relation
rn = r−1

n−1 . . . r
−1
1 · ρB .
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Corollary 2.6 Let n > 5 and ϕ : A[Bn] −→ A[Bn] be an automorphism. Then ϕ is conjugate to an
automorphism written in the standard generators r1, . . . , rn of A[Bn] in one of the following two forms:

(IIa):
ϕ(ri) = rεi ·∆

p
B

ϕ(rn) = rεn ·∆
−p(n−1)
B

or (IIb):
ϕ(ri) = rεi ·∆

p
B

ϕ(rn) = δ−εr−εn ·∆
−p(n−1)
B ,

for some ε ∈ {±1} and p ∈ Z. The splitting generators T , τ and µ of Out(A[Bn]) have the form (for
1 6 i 6 n− 1):

T :
T(ri) = ri ·∆B ,

T(rn) = rn ·∆−(n−1)
B ,

τ :
τ (ri) = r−1

n−i ,

τ (rn) = r1 . . . rn−1 · r−1
n · r−1

n−1 . . . r
−1
1 ,

µ :
µ(ri) = r−1

i ,

µ(rn) = δ · rn .

Remark 2 The automorphism τ looks rather exotic when written in the standard generators, and the
reader may wonder how τ can be presented in one of the forms (IIa) or (IIb) of Corollary 2.6, up
to conjugacy. Observing that ∆Y ri ∆−1

Y = rn−i for all i = 1, . . . , n − 1, and taking into account
Lemma 4.2 below, we conclude that τ = conj∆Y

◦ τ ′ , where τ ′ is of type (IIa) with p = 0 and ε = −1,
acting on the standard generators as follows: τ ′(ri) = r−1

i , for all i = 1, . . . , n.

2.3 Results on endomorphisms of A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn])

Here we state our results on endomorphisms of A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]). Their proofs will be given in Section 5.

Denote for brevity A[Bn] = A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]) and let π : A[Bn] → A[Bn] be the canonical projection.
For each 1 6 i 6 n, we set r̄i = π(ri), and for each 0 6 i 6 n − 1, we set t̄i = π(ti). Recall that
Z(A[Bn]) is generated by ρn

B = ∆B , and hence

A[Bn] ' A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρ̄B〉,

where ρ̄B = π(ρB) has order n.

Note that if ϕ : A[Bn] → A[Bn] has the property ϕ(Z(A[Bn])) ⊆ Z(A[Bn]), it induces a natural endo-
morphism ϕ : A[Bn] → A[Bn]. Let φ : A[Bn] → A[Bn] be an arbitrary endomorphism. If there exists
an endomorphism ϕ : A[Bn]→ A[Bn] making the following diagram commutative

A[Bn] A[Bn]

A[Bn] A[Bn]

ϕ

π π

φ

we say that φ lifts and that ϕ is a lift of φ. Notice that any lift ϕ of any endomorphism φ of A[Bn]
must have property ϕ(Z(A[Bn])) ⊆ Z(A[Bn]).

Proposition 2.7 Let n > 5. Then every endomorphism of A[Bn] lifts.

Recall the automorphisms τ and µ of A[Bn] defined in Corollary 2.5. Projecting them to A[Bn], we
get automorphisms τ̄ , µ̄ of A[Bn]:

τ̄ :
τ̄ (t̄i) = t̄−1

n−i ,

τ̄ (ρ̄B) = ρ̄−1
B ,

µ̄ :
µ̄(t̄i) = t̄−1

i ,

µ̄(ρ̄B) = ρ̄B ,
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for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1.

In what follows, ZG(g) = {x ∈ G | xg = gx} denotes the centralizer of an element g in a group G.

Theorem 2.8 Let n > 5 and φ : A[Bn] → A[Bn] be an endomorphism. Then we have one of the
following two possibilities up to conjugation:

(1) there exists κ ∈ {0, . . . , n− 1} such that:

φ(ρ̄B) = ρ̄κB ,

φ(t̄i) = ḡ for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1.

with ḡ ∈ ZA[Bn](ρ̄
κ
B). Moreover, denoting d = gcd(n, κ), we have the following description of

the centralizer of ρ̄κB in A[Bn] (with the identification t̄n = t̄0 ):

ZA[Bn](ρ̄
κ
B) =

{
〈ρ̄B〉, if d = 1,

〈ρ̄B, t̄d t̄2d t̄3d . . . t̄0〉, if d 6= 1.

In particular, if κ = 0, then d = n and ZA[Bn](ρ̄
κ
B) = 〈ρ̄B, t̄0〉 = A[Bn].

(2) There exists ε ∈ {±1} such that for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1:

(2a):
φ(t̄i) = t̄εi ,

φ(ρ̄B) = ρ̄B ,
or (2b):

φ(t̄i) = t̄εn−i ,

φ(ρ̄B) = ρ̄−1
B ,

i.e. φ ∈ 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉.

Except for the element ḡ in case (1), which can be chosen up to conjugation in ZA[Bn](ρ̄
κ
B), there is no

other redundancy in Theorem 2.8, as the following proposition shows.

Proposition 2.9 Let n > 5 and φ and ψ be two endomorphisms of A[Bn], such that for some x ∈ A[Bn]
we have φ = conjx ◦ ψ . Then φ and ψ belong to the same type (1), (2a), or (2b) of Theorem 2.8, and
parameters ε ∈ {±1} and κ ∈ {0, . . . , n− 1} are the same for φ and ψ .

As the first consequence of Theorem 2.8 we recover a description of the automorphism group of A[Bn],
which was obtained in [CC05] for n > 3 by different methods.

Corollary 2.10 (Charney–Crisp [CC05]) Let n > 5. Then

Aut(A[Bn]) = Inn(A[Bn]) o 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉 ' A[Bn] o (Z/2Z× Z/2Z) ,

and Out(A[Bn]) ' Z/2Z× Z/2Z.

Recall that a group G is called Hopfian if every surjective endomorphism G → G is injective, and it
is called co-Hopfian if every injective endomorphism G→ G is surjective. As another straightforward
consequence of Theorem 2.8 we obtain the following.

Corollary 2.11 Let n > 5. Then A[Bn] is both Hopfian and co-Hopfian.
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Proof Indeed, endomorphisms of case (1) of Theorem 2.8 are neither injective nor surjective, and
endomorphisms of case (2) are automorphisms.

Notice that the fact that A[Bn] is co-Hopfian was proved for n > 3 in [BM07] by different methods.
Also, that A[Bn] is Hopfian is also known, but the proof of it is not very straightforward. It relies on
the fact that A[Bn] admits a faithful linear representation (as a subgroup of the braid group), and that
the quotient by the center of a linear group is linear (see [Weh73, Theorem 6.4]).

Finally, recall that a subgroup H of a group G is called characteristic in G if for every automorphism
ϕ ∈ Aut(G) we have ϕ(H) = H , and H is called fully characteristic in G if for every endomorphism
ϕ : G→ G we have ϕ(H) ⊆ H . We get the following remarkable fact.

Corollary 2.12 Let n > 5. Then the subgroup A[Ãn−1] = 〈t̄0, . . . , t̄n−1〉 of A[Bn] is characteristic,
but not fully characteristic in A[Bn].

The fact that A[Ãn−1] is a characteristic subgroup of A[Bn] for n > 3 was mentioned in [CC05, p. 328],
where this fact was established by different methods. Notice that A[Ãn−1] is not characteristic in A[Bn]
because of the presence of transvection automorphisms Tk .

3 Preliminaries

In this section we state auxiliary results which we need for proving main theorems.

The first one is a description of homomorphisms from A[Ãn−1]→ A[An] from [PS25]. Recall that the
standard generators for A[Ãn−1] are denoted t0, t1, . . . , tn−1 , and the standard generators of A[An] are
denoted s1, . . . , sn , with ∆ denoting the Garside element of A[An]. We also define two elements u0 ,
u1 ∈ A[Ãn−1]:

u0 = t0, u1 = ∆−1
Y t0 ∆Y ,

where, as before, ∆Y denotes the Garside element of AY [Ãn−1] = 〈t1, . . . , tn−1〉 ' A[An−1]. Recall
also that v0 = ρ0 tn−1 ρ

−1
0 and v1 = ρ1 tn−1 ρ

−1
1 , as defined in Section 2. We say that a group

homomorphism ϕ : G→ H is cyclic, if its image is a cyclic subgroup of H .

Proposition 3.1 (Paris–Soroko [PS25, Proposition 4.1]) Let n > 5. Let ϕ : A[Ãn−1] → A[An] be a
homomorphism. Then we have one of the following three possibilities:

(1) ϕ is cyclic.

(2) There exist g ∈ A[An], k ∈ {0, 1}, ε ∈ {±1} and q ∈ Z such that ϕ(ti) = g sεi ∆2q g−1 for all
1 6 i 6 n− 1, and ϕ(t0) = g uεk ∆2q g−1 .

(3) There exist g ∈ A[An], k ∈ {0, 1}, ε ∈ {±1} and p, q ∈ Z such that ϕ(ti) = g sεi ∆2p
Y ∆2q g−1

for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1, and ϕ(t0) = g vεk ∆2p
Y ∆2q g−1 .
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We will also need an interpretation of Artin groups A[Ãn−1], A[Bn] and A[An] as subgroups of the
mapping class group of the punctured disk. So, we give below the information on mapping class groups
that we will need, and we refer to [FM12] for a complete exposition on the subject.

Let Σ be a compact oriented surface with or without boundary, and let P be a finite family of punctures
in the interior of Σ. We denote by Homeo+(Σ,P) the group of homeomorphisms of Σ which preserve
the orientation, which are the identity on a neighborhood of the boundary, and which leave set-wise
invariant the set P . The mapping class group of the pair (Σ,P), denoted by M(Σ,P), is the group
of isotopy classes of elements of Homeo+(Σ,P), where isotopies are required to leave the set ∂Σ∪P
point-wise invariant. If P = ∅, then we write Homeo+(Σ) = Homeo+(Σ,∅) andM(Σ) =M(Σ,∅).

A circle of (Σ,P) is the image of an embedding a : S1 ↪→ Σ \ (∂Σ ∪ P). It is called generic if it does
not bound any disk containing 0 or 1 puncture, and if it is not parallel to any boundary component. The
isotopy class of a circle a is denoted by [a]. We emphasize that isotopies are considered in Σ\(∂Σ∪P),
i.e. circles are not allowed to pass through points of ∂Σ ∪ P under isotopies. We denote by C(Σ,P)
the set of isotopy classes of generic circles. The intersection index of two classes [a], [b] ∈ C(Σ,P)
is i([a], [b]) = min{|a′ ∩ b′| | a′ ∈ [a] and b′ ∈ [b]}. The set C(Σ,P) is endowed with a structure of
simplicial complex, where a non-empty finite subset F ⊂ C(Σ,P) is a simplex if i([a], [b]) = 0 for all
[a], [b] ∈ F . This complex is called the curve complex of (Σ,P).

In the present paper the right Dehn twist along a circle a is denoted by Ta .

An arc of (Σ,P) is the image of an embedding a : [0, 1] ↪→ Σ\∂Σ such that a([0, 1])∩P = {a(0), a(1)},
with a(0) 6= a(1). We consider arcs up to isotopies under which interior points of arcs are mapped
into Σ \ (∂Σ ∪ P). In particular, such isotopies are required to fix the set P pointwise. We denote the
isotopy class of an arc a by [a].

With an arc a of (Σ,P) we associate an element Ha ∈M(Σ,P), called the (right) half-twist along a.
This element is the identity outside a regular neighborhood of a, it exchanges the two ends of a, and
H2

a = Tâ , where â is the boundary of a regular neighborhood of a, see Figure 3.1. We refer the reader
to [KT08, Section 1.6.2] for more information about properties of half-twists.

a
â

Ha

Figure 3.1: A half-twist

We denote by D the closed disk, and we choose a collection Pn+1 = {p0, p1, . . . , pn−1, pn} of n + 1
punctures in the interior of D (see Figure 3.2). Let b0 , a1, . . . , an−1, an be the arcs drawn in Figure 3.2.
In what follows we will be using the following facts, which were established in [PS25].

Proposition 3.2 With the notation of Figure 3.2,

(1) there is an isomorphism Ψ : A[An] → M(D,Pn+1) which sends si to the half-twist Hai for all
1 6 i 6 n;
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(2) the element t0 is identified via Ψ with the half-twist Hb0 , so that the subgroup A[Ãn−1] =

〈t0, . . . , tn−1〉 is generated by half-twists Hb0 , Ha1 , . . . , Han−1 ;

(3) the elements u0 , u1 , v0 , v1 (appearing in Proposition 3.1) are identified via Ψ with half-twists
Hb0 , Hb1 , Hc0 , Hc1 , respectively, where arcs b0 , b1 , c0 , c1 are depicted in Figure 3.3;

(4) the element ∆2
Y corresponds via Ψ to the Dehn twist Td , where the circle d is depicted in

Figure 3.3, and the element ∆2 corresponds to the Dehn twist T∂D about the boundary ∂D of
the disk D;

(5) the subgroup A[Bn] = 〈r1, . . . , rn−1, rn〉 = 〈s1, . . . , sn−1, s2
n〉 is identified via Ψ with the stabilizer

in M(D,Pn+1) of the last puncture pn , i.e. A[Bn] = { f ∈M(D,Pn+1) | f (pn) = pn}.

an

an-1

an-2a1

a2

b0

n n-3

n-1

1

n-20

2

Figure 3.2: Disk D with punctures pi (denoted for the ease of notation by i), 0 6 i 6 n .

b0

c0

c1
b1

d

Figure 3.3: Arcs and a circle in the punctured disk for Proposition 3.2

Let Σ be an oriented compact surface, and let P be a finite collection of punctures in the interior of
Σ. Assume the Euler characteristic of Σ \ P is negative. Let f ∈ M(Σ,P). We say that a simplex
F of C(Σ,P) is a reduction system for f if f (F) = F . In this case any element of F is called a
reduction class for f . A reduction class [a] is an essential reduction class if, for each [b] ∈ C(Σ,P)
such that i([a], [b]) 6= 0 and for each m ∈ Z \ {0}, we have f m([b]) 6= [b]. In particular, if [a] is an
essential reduction class and [b] is any reduction class, then i([a], [b]) = 0. We denote by S(f ) the set
of essential reduction classes for f . The following gathers together some results on S(f ) that we will
use in the proofs.

Theorem 3.3 (Birman–Lubotzky–McCarthy [BLM83]) Let Σ be an oriented compact surface, and
let P be a finite collection of punctures in the interior of Σ. Assume the Euler characteristic of Σ \ P
is negative. Let f ∈M(Σ,P).

(1) If S(f ) 6= ∅, then S(f ) is a reduction system for f .

(2) We have S(f n) = S(f ) for all n ∈ Z \ {0}.
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(3) We have S(gfg−1) = g(S(f )) for all g ∈M(Σ,P).

In addition to Theorem 3.3 we have the following proposition, which is well-known and which is a
direct consequence of [BLM83] (see also [Cas09, Corollaire 3.45]).

Proposition 3.4 Let Σ be an oriented compact surface, and let P be a finite collection of punctures
in the interior of Σ. Assume the Euler characteristic of Σ \ P is negative. Let f0 ∈ Z(M(Σ,P))
be a central element of M(Σ,P), let F = {[a1], [a2], . . . , [ap]} be a simplex of C(Σ,P), and let
k1, k2, . . . , kp be non-zero integers. Let g = Tk1

a1 Tk2
a2 . . . T

kp
ap f0 . Then S(g) = F .

4 Proofs for endomorphisms of A[Bn]

Proof of Theorem 2.1 Let n > 5 and ϕ : A[Bn] −→ A[Bn] be an endomorphism. Pre-composing ϕ
with the embedding ιÃ : A[Ãn−1] ↪−→ A[Bn], and post-composing it with the embedding ιB : A[Bn] ↪−→
A[An], we get a homomorphism ψ : A[Ãn−1] −→ A[An]:

ψ : A[Ãn−1]
ιÃ
↪−→ A[Bn]

ϕ−→ A[Bn]
ιB
↪−→ A[An].

By Proposition 3.1, we have one of the three possibilities:

(1) ψ is cyclic.

(2) There exist g ∈ A[An], k ∈ {0, 1}, ε ∈ {±1} and p ∈ Z such that ψ(ti) = g tεi ∆2p g−1 for all
1 6 i 6 n− 1, and ψ(t0) = g uεk ∆2p g−1 .

(3) There exist g ∈ A[An], k ∈ {0, 1}, ε ∈ {±1} and p, q ∈ Z such that ψ(ti) = g tεi ∆2p
Y ∆2q g−1

for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1, and ψ(t0) = g vεk ∆2p
Y ∆2q g−1 .

Here Y = {t1, . . . , tn−1}, ∆ and ∆Y denote the Garside elements of A[An] and AY [An] = AY [Ãn−1],
respectively (so that ∆2 = ∆B ), u0 = t0 , u1 = ∆−1

Y t0∆Y , v0 = ρ0tn−1ρ
−1
0 , v1 = ρ1tn−1ρ

−1
1 , where

ρ0 = t1 . . . tn−1 and ρ1 = t−1
1 . . . t−1

n−1 .

We analyze all three possibilities (1), (2), (3) and deduce a description of ϕ in each of these cases.

Case (1): ψ is cyclic. Then, since ιB is injective, ϕ ◦ ιÃ : A[Ãn−1] → A[Bn] is cyclic as well.
From the relations titi+1ti = ti+1titi+1 (with indices taken modulo n), it follows that there exists
g ∈ A[Bn] such that ϕ(ti) = g for all i. Let h = ϕ(ρB). Since ρBtiρ−1

B = ti+1 , we see that
hgh−1 = ϕ(ρB)ϕ(ti)ϕ(ρB)−1 = ϕ(ti+1) = g, hence h commutes with g, and ϕ has the form:

ϕ : A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρB〉 → A[Bn], ti 7→ g, ρB 7→ h.

On the other hand, any two commuting elements g, h ∈ A[Bn] define such an endomorphism of A[Bn],
so we get case (1) of Theorem 2.1.

Case (2): We have ψ(ti) = g tεi ∆2p g−1 for all 1 6 i 6 n − 1, and ψ(t0) = g uεk ∆2p g−1 for some
p ∈ Z, g ∈ A[An], ε ∈ {±1}, k ∈ {0, 1}. Arguing as in the proof of Theorem 2.1 of [PS25], we see
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that g(pn) = pn , and hence g belongs to A[Bn], and we can consider ϕ′ = conjg−1 ◦ϕ : A[Bn]→ A[Bn],
which acts on elements ti as follows:

ϕ′(ti) = tεi ∆2p, for 1 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′(t0) = uεk ∆2p.

We need to figure out how ϕ′ acts on ρB . Consider two cases: k = 0 and k = 1.

Let k = 0. Then ϕ′(t0) = uε0∆2p = tε0∆2p . We can write ϕ′(ρB) = h · ρB for some h ∈ A[Bn]. We are
going to prove that h ∈ Z(A[Bn]). Indeed, the equality ϕ′(ρB ti ρ−1

B ) = ϕ′(ti+1) reads for 0 6 i 6 n− 1
(with indices taken modulo n):

h · ρB · tεi ∆2p · ρ−1
B · h

−1 = tεi+1∆2p,

which yields
h · tεi+1 · h−1 = tεi+1, for 1 6 i + 1 6 n.

Hence h commutes with all generators of A[Ãn−1], and the following lemma shows that h belongs to
the center of A[Bn], which is generated by ∆B .

Lemma 4.1 ZA[Bn](A[Ãn−1]) = Z(A[Bn]).

Proof Let z ∈ ZA[Bn](A[Ãn−1]). Then z can be written according to the semidirect structure of A[Bn]
as z = h · ρk

B for some h ∈ A[Ãn−1] and k ∈ Z. Since ztiz−1 = ti for all 0 6 i 6 n− 1, we have

ti = h · ρk
B · ti · ρ−k

B · h
−1 = h · ti+k · h−1,

or h−1 · ti · h = ti+k . In particular, h−n · ti · hn = ti+kn = ti for all i. Hence hn belongs to the center of
A[Ãn−1], which is trivial. Since A[Ãn−1] is torsion free, we conclude that h = 1, z = ρk

B and ti+k = ti
for all i. This means that k is a multiple of n, and hence z ∈ 〈ρn

B〉 = Z(A[Bn]).

We conclude that in Case (2) with k = 0, the homomorphism ϕ′ has the form:

ϕ′(ti) = tεi ∆2p = tεi ∆p
B, for 0 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′(ρB) = ρB∆2q = ρB∆q
B, for some p, q ∈ Z.

and this gives us the endomorphism of type (2a) of Theorem 2.1.

Let k = 1 now. Then for 1 6 i 6 n− 1 we can write ti = ∆−1
Y tn−i ∆Y . Then

ϕ′(ti) = ∆−1
Y tεn−i ∆Y ·∆2p, for 1 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′(t0) = uε1 ·∆2p = ∆−1
Y tε0 ∆Y ·∆2p.

Denote ϕ′′ = conj∆Y
◦ ϕ′ . Then

ϕ′′(ti) = tεn−i ·∆2p, for 1 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′′(t0) = tε0 ·∆2p.

Let us write ϕ′′(ρB) = h · ρ−1
B for some h ∈ A[Bn]. Then the equality ϕ′′(ρB ti ρ−1

B ) = ϕ′′(ti+1)
yields: hρ−1

B · tεn−i · ρBh−1 = tεn−1−i for all i, which means that h · tεn−1−i · h−1 = tεn−1−i for all
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0 6 i 6 n− 1. Therefore h ∈ ZA[Bn](A[Ãn−1]), and, by Lemma 4.1, h = ∆2q for some q ∈ Z, so that
ϕ′′(ρB) = ρ−1

B ∆2q = ρ−1
B ∆q

B , and we get an endomorphism of type (2b) of Theorem 2.1.

Case (3): We have ψ(ti) = g tεi ∆2p
Y ∆2q g−1 for all 1 6 i 6 n − 1, and ψ(t0) = g vεk ∆2p

Y ∆2q g−1 for
some p, q ∈ Z, g ∈ A[An], ε ∈ {±1}, k ∈ {0, 1}. Again, arguing as in the proof of Theorem 2.1
of [PS25], we see that g belongs to A[Bn], and we can consider ϕ′ = conjg−1 ◦ ϕ : A[Bn] → A[Bn],
which acts on elements ti as follows:

ϕ′(ti) = tεi ∆2p
Y ∆2q, for 1 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′(t0) = vεk ∆2p
Y ∆2q.

To determine ϕ′(ρB) we write ϕ′(ρB) = h · ρk for some h ∈ A[Bn]. Then the condition ϕ′(ρBtiρ−1
B ) =

ϕ′(ti+1) gives us:

hρk · tεi ∆2p
Y · ρ

−1
k h−1 = tεi+1 ·∆

2p
Y , for 1 6 i 6 n− 2,

hρk · ρktεn−1ρ
−1
k ∆2p

Y · ρ
−1
k h−1 = tε1 ·∆

2p
Y .

Notice that ρk commutes with ∆2
Y , hence the above equalities read:

h tεi+1 h−1 · h ∆2p
Y h−1 = tεi+1 ·∆

2p
Y , for 2 6 i + 1 6 n− 1,

h tε1 h−1 · h ∆2p
Y h−1 = tε1 ·∆

2p
Y .

Recall that elements ti (1 6 i 6 n−1) can be viewed as half-twists about arcs ai depicted in Figure 3.2,
and we denote as before by âi the boundary of a regular neighborhood of ai . Recall also that ∆2

Y = Td

is the Dehn twist about the circle d , depicted in Figure 3.3. We now consider the sets of essential
reduction classes for the elements defined by the equalities above, viewing them as mapping classes
from M(D,Pn+1). Recall that, in our notation, S(f ) denotes the set of all essential reduction classes
for a mapping class f .

If p = 0, we have
h tεi h−1 = tεi , for 1 6 i 6 n− 1,

and we notice that S(tεi ) = S(t2ε
i ) by Theorem 3.3(2). Since t2

i is the Dehn twist Tâi about âi , we
conclude that S(t2ε

i ) = {[âi]} by Proposition 3.4, for 1 6 i 6 n− 1. By Theorem 3.3(3), we see that
S(h tεi h−1) = hS(tεi ) = {h[âi]}, and hence h[âi] = [âi] for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1.

If p 6= 0, we have
h tεi ∆2p

Y h−1 = tεi ∆2p
Y , for 1 6 i 6 n− 1,

and we notice that S(tεi ∆2p
Y ) = S(t2ε

i ∆4p
Y ) by Theorem 3.3(2). Since t2ε

i ∆4p
Y = Tεâi

T2p
d , Proposi-

tion 3.4 tells us that S(t2ε
i ∆4p

Y ) = {[âi], [d]}. Now, the above equality implies by Theorem 3.3(3) that
h{[âi], [d]} = {[âi], [d]} for all 1 6 i 6 n−1. Since d encloses more punctures than any of the circles
âi , we conclude that h[d] = [d] and h[âi] = [âi] for 1 6 i 6 n− 1, as in the case p = 0 above.

Let Di ⊂ D denote the disk bounded by the circle âi . Since h[âi] = [âi] for each i, we can
choose a representative Hi ∈ Homeo+(D,Pn+1) of the mapping class h such that Hi(Di) = Di and
Hi|∂Di = id∂Di . Then [Hi|Di] belongs toM(Di,P2), which is a cyclic group generated by the half-twist
Hai = ti . Thus, [Hi|Di] commutes with ti , and hence h commutes with elements ti for all 1 6 i 6 n−1.
By [Par97b, Theorem 1.1], h ∈ 〈∆2

Y ,∆
2〉, so that ϕ′(ρB) = ∆2r

Y ∆2sρk = ρk∆
2r
Y ∆s

B , for some r, s ∈ Z.
Therefore ϕ′ is an endomorphism of type (3) of Theorem 2.1.
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Proof of Proposition 2.2 The type of an endomorphism ϕ from Theorem 2.1 can be characterized by
the following properties, according to Corollary 2.4 (which we are going to prove later in this section,
without reliance on the proof of Proposition 2.2): if ϕ is of type (1), then the image of ϕ is abelian
and ϕ is non-injective; if ϕ is of type (2a) or (2b), then ϕ is injective; and if ϕ is of type (3), then the
image of ϕ is non-abelian and ϕ is non-injective. Notice that if ϕ = conjx ◦ ψ , then ψ has the same
classification according to these properties as ϕ, since conjx is an automorphism. Thus, it remains to
distinguish types (2a) and (2b) up to conjugation, and also to prove that parameters ε, k, p, q, r, s are
determined uniquely. For that, consider a homomorphism

η : A[Bn] = A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρB〉 −→ Z2, ti 7−→ (1, 0), ρB 7−→ (0, 1).

Notice that η ◦ conjx ◦ ϕ = η ◦ ϕ for any ϕ and x , since the image of η is an abelian group. Thus it
will suffice to show that for an arbitrary endomorphism ϕ of type (2a), (2b) or (3) of Theorem 2.1, its
type and the corresponding parameters are uniquely determined by the composition η ◦ ϕ.

Observe that η(∆B) = η(ρn
B) = (0, n) and η(∆2

Y ) = (n(n − 1), 0). Notice also that η(vk) =

η(conjρk
(tn−1)) = η(tn−1) = (1, 0). Hence we have the following formulas for η ◦ ϕ for different

types of ϕ (0 6 i 6 n− 1):

type (2a): η ◦ ϕ : ti 7−→ (ε, pn), ρB 7−→ (0, qn + 1);

type (2b): η ◦ ϕ : ti 7−→ (ε, pn), ρB 7−→ (0, qn− 1);

type (3), k = 0: η ◦ ϕ : ti 7−→ (ε+ pn(n− 1), qn), ρB 7−→ (n− 1 + rn(n− 1), sn);

type (3), k = 1: η ◦ ϕ : ti 7−→ (ε+ pn(n− 1), qn), ρB 7−→ (−(n− 1) + rn(n− 1), sn).

In particular, we see that an endomorphism ϕ cannot belong to both types (2a) and (2b). Indeed,
assume that ϕ corresponds simultaneously to parameters q = q1 and q = q2 , i.e. ϕ(ρB) = ρB∆q1

B =

xρ−1
B ∆q2

B x−1 for some x ∈ A[Bn], then we have from the above formulas that q1n + 1 = q2n−1, which
is equivalent to (q2− q1)n = 2. This equality is impossible since n > 2. It is also clear that parameters
ε, p, q are uniquely determined in cases (2a) and (2b).

Similarly, ϕ cannot simultaneously belong to type (3) with both values of k = 0, 1. Indeed, if this is
the case, then for some r1, r2 we have n− 1 + r1n(n− 1) = −(n− 1) + r2n(n− 1), which is equivalent
to (r2 − r1)n = 2. The latter equality is impossible since n > 2.

We see in the same way that parameters ε and p are determined uniquely for ϕ of type (3). Indeed,
suppose that there are some ε1, ε2 ∈ {±1} and some p1, p2 ∈ Z such that ε1 + p1n(n − 1) =

ε2 + p2n(n − 1), which is equivalent to (p2 − p1)n(n − 1) = ε1 − ε2 , with ε1 − ε2 ∈ {0,±2}. Since
n > 2, this equality is only possible if p2 − p1 = ε1 − ε2 = 0.

Similarly, parameter r is determined uniquely for ϕ of type (3). Indeed, assume that for some r1, r2

we have ±(n− 1) + r1n(n− 1) = ±(n− 1) + r2n(n− 1) (with the same choice of signs on both sides).
Then if follows that r1 = r2 . Also, it is clear that parameters q and s are determined uniquely for ϕ of
type (3).

Proof of Corollary 2.3 Assume that we have an endomorphism (1) of Theorem 2.1, i.e. there exist
g, h ∈ A[Bn] such that gh = hg, ϕ(ti) = g for 0 6 i 6 n−1, and ϕ(ρB) = h. To write ϕ in the standard
generators r1, . . . , rn−1, rn of A[Bn], we observe that ti = ri , 1 6 i 6 n − 1, ρB = t1 . . . tn−1rn , and
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ϕ(ρB) = gn−1ϕ(rn) = h. Then ϕ(rn) = g−n+1h commutes with g. On the other hand, an arbitrary
element h of A[Bn] commuting with g defines an endomorphism ϕ by setting ϕ(ri) = g and ϕ(rn) = h,
which is an endomorphism of type (I).

Assume now that we have an endomorphism of type (2a) with ε = 1 in Theorem 2.1, i.e. ϕ(ti) = ti∆
p
B

for 0 6 i 6 n − 1 and ϕ(ρB) = ρB∆q
B for some p, q ∈ Z. Then ϕ(ri) = ri∆

p
B for 1 6 i 6 n − 1,

and ϕ(ρB) = ϕ(r1) . . . ϕ(rn−1)ϕ(rn) = r1 . . . rn−1ϕ(rn)∆p(n−1)
B , and hence r1r2 . . . rn−1ϕ(rn)∆p(n−1)

B =

r1 . . . rn−1rn∆q
B , which gives ϕ(rn) = rn∆q−p(n−1)

B . Since q ∈ Z can be arbitrary, we get an endomor-
phism of case (IIa) with ε = 1.

For an endomorphism of type (2a) with ε = −1 we have: ϕ(ti) = t−1
i ∆p

B , for 0 6 i 6 n − 1, and
ϕ(ρB) = ρB∆q

B for some p, q ∈ Z. The last equality gives us:

ϕ(ρB) = ϕ(r1r2 . . . rn−1rn) = r−1
1 r−1

2 . . . r−1
n−1ϕ(rn)∆p(n−1)

B = r1r2 . . . rn−1rn∆q
B,

which is equivalent to ϕ(rn) = rn−1rn−2 . . . r2 (r2
1) r2 . . . rn−1rn∆q−p(n−1)

B = δ · rn∆q−p(n−1)
B . Since

q ∈ Z can be arbitrary, we get a description of an endomorphism of type (IIb) with ε = −1.

To analyze endomorphisms of type (2b), it will be more convenient to represent them differently. An
endomorphism of type (2b) has the form: ϕ(ti) = tεn−i∆

p
B and ϕ(ρB) = ρ−1

B ∆q
B , for some p, q ∈ Z.

Notice that ∆−1
Y tn−i∆Y = ti for all 0 6 i 6 n − 1, if we consider indices i modulo n. Let

ϕ′ = conj∆−1
Y
◦ ϕ, then the homomorphism ϕ′ can be written as:

ϕ′(ti) = tεi ·∆
p
B, for 0 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′(ρB) = (∆−1
Y ρ−1

B ∆Y ) ·∆q
B, for some p, q ∈ Z.

We need the following lemma.

Lemma 4.2 ∆−1
Y ρB∆Y = rnrn−1 . . . r1 .

Proof Notice that ρB = r1 . . . rn−1rn = ρ0 · rn and rnrn−1 . . . r1 = rn · (ρ1)−1 , hence we need to show
that

(∆−1
Y ρ0) · rn · (∆Yρ1) = rn.

Recall that ∆Y = (r1r2 . . . rn−1)(r1r2 . . . rn−2) . . . (r1r2)r1 = r1(r2r1)(r3r2r1) . . . (rn−1rn−2 . . . r2r1).
Denote Y1 = {r1, . . . , rn−2}, and ∆Y1 = r1(r2r1) . . . (rn−2 . . . r2r1). We see that

∆Y · ρ1 = r1(r2r1) . . . (rn−2 . . . r2r1)(rn−1rn−2 . . . r2r1) · ρ1 = r1(r2r1) . . . (rn−2 . . . r2r1) = ∆Y1 ,

and
∆−1

Y · ρ0 = r−1
1 (r−1

2 r−1
1 ) . . . (r−1

n−2 . . . r
−1
2 r−1

1 )(r−1
n−1r−1

n−2 . . . r
−1
2 r−1

1 ) · ρ0 = ∆−1
Y1
.

Hence,
(∆−1

Y ρ0) · rn · (∆Yρ1) = ∆−1
Y1
· rn ·∆Y1 = rn,

since rn commutes with all generators from ∆Y1 .
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We conclude by Lemma 4.2, that an endomorphism of case (2b) may be written as follows:

ϕ′(ti) = tεi ·∆
p
B, for 0 6 i 6 n− 1,

ϕ′(ρB) = r−1
1 . . . r−1

n−1r−1
n ·∆

q
B, for some p, q ∈ Z.

Thus in case (2b) with ε = 1, we have:

ϕ′(ρB) = ϕ′(r1)ϕ′(r2) . . . ϕ′(rn−1)ϕ′(rn) = r1r2 . . . rn−1ϕ
′(rn)∆p(n−1)

B = r−1
1 . . . r−1

n−1r−1
n ∆q

B,

which is equivalent to

ϕ′(rn) = r−1
n−1 . . . r

−1
2 (r−2

1 )r−1
2 . . . r−1

n−1 · r
−1
n ∆q−p(n−1)

B = δ−1 · r−1
n ∆q−p(n−1)

B .

Since q ∈ Z is arbitrary, we get an endomorphism of case (IIb) with ε = 1.

Similarly, in case (2b) with ε = −1, we get:

ϕ′(ρB) = ϕ′(r1)ϕ′(r2) . . . ϕ′(rn−1)ϕ′(rn) = r−1
1 r−1

2 . . . r−1
n−1ϕ

′(rn)∆p(n−1)
B = r−1

1 . . . r−1
n−1r−1

n ∆q
B,

which is equivalent to ϕ′(rn) = r−1
n ·∆

q−p(n−1)
B . Since q ∈ Z is arbitrary, we get an endomorphism of

case (IIa) with ε = −1.

Assume now that we have an endomorphism of type (3) with k = 0 and ε = 1 in Theorem 2.1, i.e.
ϕ(ti) = ti∆

2p
Y ∆q

B = ri∆
2p
Y ∆q

B , for 1 6 i 6 n − 1, and ϕ(ρB) = ρ0∆2r
Y ∆s

B = r1r2 . . . rn−1∆2r
Y ∆s

B for
some p, q, r, s ∈ Z. Since ρB = r1 . . . rn−1rn , we see that

ϕ(ρB) = ϕ(r1) . . . ϕ(rn−1)ϕ(rn) = r1r2 . . . rn−1∆2p(n−1)
Y ∆q(n−1)

B ϕ(rn) = r1r2 . . . rn−1∆2r
Y ∆s

B,

from what we deduce that ϕ(rn) = ∆2r−2p(n−1)
Y ∆s−q(n−1)

B . Since r and s are arbitrary integers, we get
an endomorphism of type (IIIa) with ε = 1. Similarly, an endomorphism of type (3) with k = 1 and
ε = −1 of Theorem 2.1 yields an endomorphism of type (IIIa) with ε = −1.

An endomorphism of type (3) with k = 0 and ε = −1 in Theorem 2.1 is given by the formulas:
ϕ(ti) = t−1

i ∆2p
Y ∆q

B = r−1
i ∆2p

Y ∆q
B , for 1 6 i 6 n − 1, and ϕ(ρB) = ρ0∆2r

Y ∆s
B = r1r2 . . . rn−1∆2r

Y ∆s
B

for some p, q, r, s ∈ Z. On the other hand,

ϕ(ρB) = ϕ(r1) . . . ϕ(rn−1)ϕ(rn) = r−1
1 . . . r−1

n−1∆2p(n−1)
Y ∆q(n−1)

B ϕ(rn),

from what we get that

ϕ(rn) = rn−1rn−2 . . . r2(r2
1)r2 . . . rn−2rn−1∆2r−2p(n−1)

Y ∆s−q(n−1)
B = δ ·∆2r−2p(n−1)

Y ∆s−q(n−1)
B .

Since r and s are arbitrary integers, we get an endomorphism of type (IIIb) with ε = −1.

In exactly the same manner, an endomorphism of type (3) with k = 1 and ε = 1 in Theorem 2.1 yields
an automorphism of type (IIIb) with ε = 1. This finishes the proof of Corollary 2.3.

Proof of Corollary 2.4 The endomorphisms of type (1) of Theorem 2.1 are neither injective nor
surjective, since their image is an abelian subgroup of A[Bn].

The endomorphisms of type (3) are not injective. To see this we notice by direct check that if k = 0
and ε = 1 or if k = 1 and ε = −1 we have ϕ(t0) = ϕ(v0). Similarly, if k = 0 and ε = −1 or if k = 1
and ε = 1 we have ϕ(t0) = ϕ(v1). Since t0 , v0 and v1 are half-twists about pairwise non-isotopic arcs
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b0 , c0 , and c1 , respectively, in M(D,Pn+1) (see Figure 3.3), we conclude by Corollary 3.6 of [PS25]
that t0 , v0 and v1 are three distinct elements of M(D,Pn+1), and hence ϕ is not injective.

To see that an endomorphism ϕ of type (3) is not surjective, we show that its composition π ◦ ϕ
with the natural epimorphism by the center π : A[Bn] → A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]) is not surjective. Indeed,
recall that A[Bn] = A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρB〉, with the center Z(A[Bn]) generated by ∆B = ρn

B , and thus
Z(A[Bn]) ∩ A[Ãn−1] = 1. Hence A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn]) = A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρ̄B〉, where ρ̄B = π(ρB). We observe
that in case (3) the image Im(π ◦ ϕ) lies entirely in the A[Ãn−1] factor of A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρ̄B〉, and so it
does not contain ρ̄B .

To analyze endomorphisms ϕ of types (2a) and (2b), we observe that they are transvections of certain
automorphisms, i.e. such an endomorphism has form: ϕ(x) = φ(x) · λ(x) for any x ∈ A[Bn], where φ
is an automorphism of A[Bn] and λ : A[Bn]→ Z(A[Bn]) is a homomorphism, defined as follows:

(2a):
φ(ti) = tεi ,

φ(ρB) = ρB ,
(2b):

φ(ti) = tεn−i ,

φ(ρB) = ρ−1
B ,

λ(ti) = ∆p
B ,

λ(ρB) = ∆q
B .

The statements of Corollary 2.4 will be deduced from the following general lemma.

Lemma 4.3 Let G be a group with center Z , and let an endomorphism ϕ of G be a transvection of
an automorphism, i.e. ϕ = φ · λ with φ an automorphism of G and λ : G→ Z some homomorphism.
Then ϕ(Z) ⊆ Z and for the restriction ϕ|Z : Z → Z we have:

(1) ϕ is injective if and only if ϕ|Z is injective;

(2) ϕ is surjective if and only if ϕ|Z is surjective (i.e. Im(ϕ|Z) = Z ).

Proof (1) The kernel of ϕ is equal to kerϕ = {x ∈ G | φ(x) · λ(x) = 1}. Thus, if x ∈ kerϕ, then
φ(x) = λ(x)−1 ∈ Z , hence x ∈ Z . Thus kerϕ ⊆ Z , which proves that if ϕ|Z is injective then ϕ is
injective. The opposite statement is obvious.

(2) Assume that ϕ is surjective. Then for each x ∈ G there exists y ∈ G such that x = ϕ(y) = φ(y)λ(y).
In particular, taking x ∈ Z , we get φ(y) = xλ(y)−1 ∈ Z , hence y ∈ Z . I.e. x = ϕ(y) for y ∈ Z , which
means that Z ⊆ Im(ϕ|Z), i.e. that ϕ|Z is surjective.

Now let ϕ|Z be surjective. Take arbitrary x ∈ G and let z ∈ Z be such that ϕ(z) = λ(x). Then
ϕ(x) = φ(x)λ(x) = φ(x)ϕ(z) so that φ(x) = ϕ(x)ϕ(z)−1 ∈ Imϕ. Since φ is an automorphism and x is
arbitrary, we conclude that G = Imφ ⊆ Imϕ, i.e. that ϕ is surjective.

To finish the proof of Corollary 2.4 we observe that ϕ acts on the generator ρn
B of the cyclic center of

A[Bn] as follows:
ϕ(ρn

B) = (ρB∆q
B)n = ∆1+qn

B in case (2a),

ϕ(ρn
B) = (ρ−1

B ∆q
B)n = ∆−1+qn

B in case (2b).

In particular, we see from Lemma 4.3 that ϕ is always injective, and that ϕ is surjective if and only if
∆qn±1

B ∈ {∆B,∆
−1
B }, which is true if and only if q = 0, since n > 2.
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Proof of Corollary 2.5 We see from Corollary 2.4 that an arbitrary automorphism ϕ of A[Bn] is
conjugate to one of the following two types:

(2a):
ϕ(ti) = tεi ∆p

B

ϕ(ρB) = ρB
or (2b):

ϕ(ti) = tεn−i∆
p
B

ϕ(ρB) = ρ−1
B

for 0 6 i 6 n − 1, p ∈ Z and ε = ±1. We see that an automorphism of type (2a) is equal to Tp

if ε = 1 and to µTp if ε = −1, and an automorphism of type (2b) is equal to τT−p if ε = −1
and to µτT−p if ε = 1. Hence Aut(A[Bn]) is generated by Inn(A[Bn]), T , τ and µ. We check
directly that µ2 = τ 2 = 1, µτ = τµ, µTµ = T−1 , and τT = Tτ . Denote by ξ : A[Bn] → Z the
homomorphism that sends ti 7→ 1 and ρB 7→ 1. We observe that inner automorphisms preserve ξ ,
i.e. ξ(gxg−1) = ξ(x) for any g, x ∈ A[Bn]. On the other hand, an arbitrary automorphism ϕ of type
(2b) above is not inner, since ξ(ϕ(ρB)) = −ξ(ρB), and ξ(ρB) 6= 0. For an automorphism ϕ of type
(2a) we have ξ(ϕ(ti)) = ξ(tεi ρ

np
B ) = ±1 + np 6= 1 = ξ(ti), as n > 5, except if ε = 1 and p = 0,

which means ϕ is the identity. So, ϕ is not inner in case (2a) if different from id. We conclude that
Inn(A[Bn]) ∩ 〈T, τ, µ〉 = {id}.

Clearly, τ /∈ 〈T, µ〉, since T and µ fix ρB , but τ does not. Since τ and µ are commuting involutions
and T has infinite order, T /∈ 〈τ, µ〉. Also µ(ρB) = ρB 6= ρ−1

B = τ (Tk(ρB)) for any k ∈ Z, hence
µ 6= τTk for any k ∈ Z, i.e. µ /∈ 〈T, τ〉 either. Thus all the decompositions of Corollary 2.5 are true as
stated.

5 Proofs for endomorphisms of A[Bn]/Z(A[Bn])

Proof of Proposition 2.7 Let φ : A[Bn]→ A[Bn] be an endomorphism. We are going to construct an
endomorphism ϕ : A[Bn] → A[Bn] such that ϕ = φ. For that, we define elements ui ∈ A[Bn] which
serve as the images ϕ(ri) of the standard generators ri , in such a way that all Artin relations between ui

are satisfied. Recall that the center of A[Bn] is the cyclic group generated by ∆B . First, we choose any
u1 ∈ A[Bn] such that π(u1) = φ(r̄1). Assume by induction that 2 6 i 6 n−1 and an element ui−1 with
the property π(ui−1) = φ(r̄i−1) is already defined. Choose arbitrary u′i ∈ A[Bn] such that π(u′i) = φ(r̄i).
Since φ(r̄i−1 r̄i r̄i−1) = φ(r̄i r̄i−1 r̄i), there exists ki ∈ Z such that ui−1 u′i ui−1 = u′i ui−1 u′i ∆ki

B . If we
now define ui = u′i ∆ki

B , we have π(ui) = π(u′i) = φ(r̄i) and

ui−1 ui ui−1 = ui−1 u′i ui−1 ∆ki
B = u′i ui−1 u′i ∆2ki

B = (u′i∆
ki
B ) ui−1 (u′i ∆ki

B ) = ui ui−1 ui ,

so that the braid relations between generators ui and ui−1 are satisfied.

Choose additionally un ∈ A[Bn] to be an arbitrary element such that π(un) = φ(r̄n).

We claim that all other Artin relations between elements ui are also satisfied. To prove that, consider
the homomorphism z : A[Bn] → Z, ri 7→ 1 for all 1 6 i 6 n. If i, j ∈ {1, . . . , n} are such that
rirj = rjri , then we have φ(r̄i r̄j) = φ(r̄j r̄i), and hence uiuj = ujui ∆k

B for some k ∈ Z. Applying the
homomorphism z to both sides of the latter equality, and recalling that ∆B = (r1r2 . . . rn)n , we see that
z(∆B) = n2 and

z(ui) + z(uj) = z(uj) + z(ui) + kn2,
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hence k = 0, and therefore uiuj = ujui .

Similarly, for elements rn−1 and rn we have: φ(r̄n−1 r̄n r̄n−1 r̄n) = φ(r̄n r̄n−1 r̄n r̄n−1) so that

un−1 un un−1 un = un un−1 un un−1 ∆`
B

for some ` ∈ Z. Applying z to both sides, we get:

2z(un−1) + 2z(un) = 2z(un) + 2z(un−1) + `n2,

and we again conclude that ` = 0 and that un−1 un un−1 un = un un−1 un un−1 .

Hence the correspondence ri 7→ ui for 1 6 i 6 n, defines a homomorphism ϕ : A[Bn]→ A[Bn], which
is a lift of φ.

Proof of Theorem 2.8 Let n > 5 and φ : A[Bn] → A[Bn] be an endomorphism. We know from
Proposition 2.7 that φ admits a lift ϕ : A[Bn] → A[Bn]. By Theorem 2.1, there are three possibilities
for ϕ up to conjugation. We will analyze them and deduce the structure of φ in each of these cases.

Case (1): there exist g, h ∈ A[Bn] such that gh = hg, and for all 0 6 i 6 n − 1 we have ϕ(ti) = g
and ϕ(ρB) = h. Then, since ϕ(Z(A[Bn])) ⊆ Z(A[Bn]), we have ϕ(ρn

B) = ρkn
B for some k ∈ Z.

Hence hn = ϕ(ρn
B) = ρkn

B . By [LL10, Theorem 1.1], it follows that h and ρk
B are conjugate in A[Bn],

which means that we may assume without loss of generality that ϕ(ρB) = ρk
B and ϕ(ti) belongs to the

centralizer ZA[Bn](ρk
B) of ρk

B in A[Bn]. On the other hand, a description of ZA[Bn](ρk
B) is known from

[GW04, Proposition 3.5], and it can be adapted for our situation as follows.

Lemma 5.1 (González-Meneses–Wiest [GW04]) Let d = gcd(n, k) and r = n/d . If d = 1, then
ZA[Bn](ρk

B) = 〈ρB〉, and if d > 2 then ZA[Bn](ρk
B) = 〈ρB, tdt2d . . . trd〉, with the convention that trd = t0 .

In particular, if d = n, i.e. if k is a multiple of n, then ZA[Bn](ρk
B) = 〈ρB, t0〉 = A[Bn].

Projecting to A[Bn], we get the following description of φ in Case (1):

φ(ρ̄B) = ρ̄κB, for some κ ∈ {0, . . . , n− 1},
φ(t̄i) = ḡ,

with ḡ belonging to π(ZA[Bn](ρκB)), which is equal to 〈ρ̄B〉 if gcd(n, κ) = 1 and to 〈ρ̄B, t̄d t̄2d . . . t̄0〉 if
d = gcd(n, κ) 6= 1. Notice that, in general, we have π(ZA[Bn](x)) = ZA[Bn](π(x)) for arbitrary x ∈ A[Bn].
(Indeed, denoting Z = Z(A[Bn]), we have ZA[Bn](π(x)) = {π(g) ∈ A[Bn] | gxg−1 ∈ xZ}. Now, using
the homomorphism ξ : A[Bn] → Z, ti 7→ 1, ρB 7→ 1, we observe that if gxg−1 ∈ xZ then gxg−1 = x ,
for arbitrary g ∈ A[Bn], i.e. g ∈ ZA[Bn](x).) Thus we can write that ḡ ∈ ZA[Bn](ρ̄

κ
B) in this case.

Case (2): there exist ε ∈ {±1} and p, q ∈ Z such that for all 0 6 i 6 n − 1 we have one of the two
options:

(2a):
ϕ(ti) = tεi ∆p

B

ϕ(ρB) = ρB ∆q
B

or (2b):
ϕ(ti) = tεn−i ∆p

B

ϕ(ρB) = ρ−1
B ∆q

B.

We see that in both these cases ϕ(ρn
B) = ρ±n

B ∆qn
B = ∆qn±1

B ∈ Z(A[Bn]), as needed, and for φ = ϕ we
have:

(2a):
φ(t̄i) = t̄εi ,

φ(ρ̄B) = ρ̄B ,
or (2b):

φ(t̄i) = t̄εn−i ,

φ(ρ̄B) = ρ̄−1
B .
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Case (3): In this case the endomorphism ϕ has the property ϕ(ρB) = ρk∆
2r
Y ∆s

B for k ∈ {0, 1},
r, s ∈ Z. In particular, ρk∆

2r
Y ∈ A[Ãn−1] and A[Ãn−1] intersects trivially with kerπ = 〈ρn

B〉. Hence,
π(ϕ(ρn

B)) = π(ρn
k∆2rn

Y ) 6= 1, which means that ϕ(ρn
B) does not belong to Z(A[Bn]). We conclude that

in Case (3), ϕ(Z(A[Bn])) 6⊆ Z(A[Bn]), hence ϕ cannot be a lift of an endomorphism of A[Bn].

Proof of Proposition 2.9 If φ belongs to case (1), then the image of φ is abelian, and hence φ is
non-injective, whereas if φ belongs to case (2a) or (2b), then φ is actually an automorphism. If
φ = conjx ◦ψ , then ψ has the same properties, since conjx is an automorphism. Thus, φ and ψ cannot
belong to case (1) and to either case (2a) or (2b) simultaneously. Consider a homomorphism

η̄ : A[Bn] −→ Z⊕ Z/nZ, t̄i 7−→ (1, 0) for all i, ρ̄B 7−→ (0, 1).

Notice that the image of η̄ is an abelian group, hence η̄ ◦ conjx ◦ φ = η̄ ◦ φ, for any φ and x , so it will
suffice to show that cases (2a) and (2b) are distinguished by the image of the composition η̄ ◦ φ and
that parameters ε and κ are determined by η̄ ◦ φ uniquely. We have the following formulas for η̄ ◦ φ:

case (1): η̄ ◦ φ : t̄i 7−→ (ξ(g), 0), ρ̄B 7−→ (0, κ);

case (2a): η̄ ◦ φ : t̄i 7−→ (ε, 0), ρ̄B 7−→ (0, 1);

case (2b): η̄ ◦ φ : t̄i 7−→ (ε, 0), ρ̄B 7−→ (0, n− 1).

where ξ denotes the homomorphism ξ : A[Ãn−1] → Z, sending t̄i 7→ 1 for all 0 6 i 6 n − 1. From
these formulas we see that endomorphism φ cannot belong to cases (2a) and (2b) simultaneously, since
η̄(φ(ρ̄B)) is different in the two cases. And clearly, parameters ε and κ are determined uniquely by
these formulas.

Proof of Corollary 2.10 From Theorem 2.8 we see that endomorphisms of case (1) are not surjective,
since their image is abelian, and hence all automorphisms of A[Bn] up to conjugation come from
case (2). Hence Aut(A[Bn]) = 〈Inn(A[Bn]), τ̄ , µ̄〉. Since, in general, for an arbitrary automorphism
α ∈ Aut(G) and arbitrary element g ∈ G of a group G we have α ◦ conjg ◦ α−1 = conjα(g) , the
conjugation by τ̄ and by µ̄ inside Aut(A[Bn]) leaves Inn(A[Bn]) invariant. Also notice that τ̄ and µ̄ are
commuting involutions. So to establish that Aut(A[Bn]) = Inn(A[Bn]) o 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉 we just need to prove
that 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉 ∩ Inn(A[Bn]) = {id}.

Consider the homomorphism ξ̄ : A[Bn]→ Z/nZ, t̄i 7→ 1, ρ̄B 7→ 1. Since Z(A[Bn]) = 〈ρn
B〉, ξ̄ is well-

defined. We notice that for any ḡ ∈ A[Bn], we have ξ̄(ḡxḡ−1) = ξ̄(x) for all x ∈ A[Bn], i.e. ξ̄ is invariant
under conjugation. Now we observe that ξ̄(τ̄ µ̄(ρ̄B)) = ξ̄(τ̄ (ρ̄B)) = ξ̄(ρ̄−1

B ) = −1 whereas ξ̄(ρ̄B) = 1,
which proves that automorphisms τ̄ and τ̄ µ̄ are not inner. Similarly ξ̄(µ̄(t̄i)) = ξ̄(t̄−1

i ) = −1 6= 1 =

ξ̄(t̄i), so that µ̄ is not an inner automorphism either, which proves that 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉 ∩ Inn(A[Bn]) = {id}.

To conclude that Inn(A[Bn]) ' A[Bn] we prove that the center of A[Bn] is trivial (this fact is known
to experts, though is not readily available in the literature). Indeed, let z̄ ∈ Z(A[Bn]) and let z ∈
A[Bn] be such that π(z) = z̄. Then for an arbitrary x ∈ A[Bn] we have zxz−1 = xz′ for some
z′ ∈ Z(A[Bn]) = 〈ρn

B〉. Considering the homomorphism ξ : A[Bn] → Z, ti 7→ 1, ρB 7→ 1, we notice
that ξ(x) = ξ(zxz−1) = ξ(xz′) = ξ(x) + ξ(z′), so that ξ(z′) = 0. But z′ = ρkn

B for some k ∈ Z, hence,
ξ(z′) = kn which is equal to 0 if and only if k = 0, i.e. if and only if z′ = 1. Hence zxz−1 = x for
every x ∈ A[Bn], which means that z ∈ Z(A[Bn]) and z̄ = 1.
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Proof of Corollary 2.12 Indeed, recall that A[Bn] = A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρ̄B〉, and from Corollary 2.10 we
see that Aut(A[Bn]) ' Inn(A[Bn]) o 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉 '

(
A[Ãn−1] o 〈ρ̄B〉

)
o 〈τ̄ , µ̄〉. Clearly, conjugation by ρ̄B

preserves A[Ãn−1] and we see directly that τ̄ , µ̄ leave A[Ãn−1] invariant. This shows that A[Ãn−1]
is a characteristic subgroup of A[Bn]. On the other hand, there exist endomorphisms of case (1) of
Theorem 2.8 which send t̄i to a nontrivial element of 〈ρ̄B〉, i.e. A[Ãn−1] is not a fully characteristic
subgroup of A[Bn].

6 Additional remarks

Remark 3 The word representing the element δ , which participates in the expressions for endo- and
automorphisms of A[Bn] in terms of the standard generators of A[Bn],

δ = rn−1rn−2 . . . r2 (r2
1) r2 . . . rn−2rn−1 ,

appears in a few other contexts in the literature. One situation where this expression shows up is a
natural embedding of the Artin group A[An−2] into that of type A[An−1]. To keep notation the same,
assume that A[An−1] = AX1[Bn] is generated by X1 = {r1, . . . , rn−1} and that A[An−2] = AX2[Bn] is
generated by X2 = {r1, . . . , rn−2}. Then the element δ is equal to the quotient of two generators of the
centers of A[An−1] and A[An−2], i.e.

δ = ∆X1[Bn]2 ·∆X2[Bn]−2 ,

where ∆X1[Bn] (resp. ∆X2[Bn]) denotes the Garside element of A[An−1] = AX1[Bn] (resp. A[An−2] =

AX2[Bn]). The proof of this follows from [CP23, Lemma 5.1].

Another context where the element δ appears, is the presentation of the mapping class group of a closed
orientable surface. Namely, let Σg be a closed orientable surface of genus g, and let c1, . . . , c2g+1 be a
chain of isotopy classes of simple closed curves in Σg , for which i(ck, ck+1) = 1 and i(ck, cl) = 0 for
|k − l| > 1. Then the so-called hyperelliptic involution h of Σg is given by the formula (see [FM12,
section 5.1.4]):

h = Tc2g+1Tc2g . . . Tc1Tc1 . . . Tc2gTc2g+1 ,

which formally coincides with the expression for δ if one sets ri = Tci , for all 1 6 i 6 n− 1 = 2g + 1.
This coincidence can be explained as follows. It is well-known that the so-called chain relations
between the Dehn twists corresponding to a chain of simple closed curves on a surface can be written
in terms of the generators of the centers of the corresponding Artin subgroups. Namely (see [LP01,
Proposition 2.12]),

∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g+1)2 = (Tc1 . . . Tc2g+1)2g+2 = Td1Td2 ,

where d1 , d2 are the two boundary components of the regular neighborhood of the chain {ci}2g+1
i=1 . For

an even number of curves we get:

∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g)4 =
(
(Tc1 . . . Tc2g)2g+1)2

= Td,

where d is the single boundary component of the regular neighborhood of the chain {ci}2g
i=1 . It is

also known (see e.g. [Mat00, Table 1]) that the square of ∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g) is equal to the hyperelliptic
involution h on Σg . Since on the closed surface Σg all twists Td1 , Td2 , Td are trivial, we get:

h = ∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g)2 = id ·∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g)−2 = ∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g+1)2 ·∆(Tc1 , . . . ,Tc2g)−2,
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which is exactly the above expression for δ as a quotient of the two generators of the centers of the
corresponding Artin subgroups.

Remark 4 There is a considerable interest in finding embeddings of different Artin groups into one
another and into mapping class groups, see e.g. [Cri99, BM07, Mor12, Ryf23, Poo24]. In this regard,
Corollary 2.3 provides a few new ways to embed Artin group A[I2(4)] = A[B2] into A[Bn] and A[An].
Namely, since rn−1 and rn satisfy the Artin relation of length four: rn−1 rn rn−1 rn = rn rn−1 rn rn−1 ,
the elements ϕ(rn−1) and ϕ(rn) also satisfy this relation, for any homomorphism ϕ. In their simplest
form, for endomorphisms ϕ of types (IIIb) and (IIb) of Corollary 2.3, these relations read:

δ r−1
n−1 δ r−1

n−1 = r−1
n−1 δ r−1

n−1 δ ,(6–1)

(δrn) r−1
n−1 (δrn) r−1

n−1 = r−1
n−1 (δrn) r−1

n−1 (δrn) .(6–2)

Denote δ′ = r−1
n−1 δ r−1

n−1 = rn−2 . . . r2 (r1)2 r2 . . . rn−2 . Then relation (6–1) can be written as δ δ′ = δ′ δ

and it is equivalent to yet another Artin relation of length four:

(6–3) δ′ rn−1 δ
′ rn−1 = rn−1 δ

′ rn−1 δ
′ .

Of course, these relations are satisfied since ϕ is a homomorphism, by Corollary 2.3. However, one
can see the validity of these relations directly. For relations (6–1) and (6–3), we recall the expression
for δ and δ′ as the quotient of two generators of centers of the respective parabolic subgroups (see
Remark 3): δ = ∆X1[Bn]2 ·∆X2[Bn]−2 and δ′ = ∆X2[Bn]2 ·∆X3[Bn]−2 , where X3 = {r1, . . . , rn−3}.
Since all the four participating factors commute with one another, the identity δ δ′ = δ′ δ holds.

To see the validity of relation (6–2) directly, we note that rn commutes with δ′ and that r−1
n−1 δ = δ′ rn−1 .

Then (we apply obvious identities to the underlined subwords):

(δrn) r−1
n−1 (δ rn) r−1

n−1 = δrn δ
′ rn−1rnr−1

n−1r−1
n · rn = δ rn δ

′ r−1
n r−1

n−1rnrn−1 · rn =

δ δ′ r−1
n−1 rnrn−1 rn = δ′ δ r−1

n−1 rnrn−1 rn = r−1
n−1δ r−1

n−1δ r−1
n−1 rn rn−1 rn = r−1

n−1δ δ
′ rn rn−1 rn =

r−1
n−1 (δ rn) δ′ rn−1 rn = r−1

n−1 (δ rn) r−1
n−1 (δ rn) .

7 Some open questions

In recent years there has been a series of publications concerning automorphisms and endomorphisms of
certain types of spherical and affine Artin groups. As a rule, in these publications small rank cases were
excluded, since the methods employed were not applicable for them. In this section we summarized
what is known and what is not known concerning automorphisms and endomorphisms of Artin groups
of these types, to the best of our knowledge. Ideally, the problem of determining the automorphism
group of a group G should involve obtaining a description of Aut(G), Out(G) and deciding whether the
short exact sequence 1 → Inn(G) → Aut(G) → Out(G) → 1 splits. The problem of determining the
endomorphisms of a group G involves obtaining a sensible explicit description of all endomorphisms
of G, possibly, up to an equivalence of some sort.
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Type I2(m), m > 3, m 6=∞:

• Coxeter graph: m

• Automorphisms: Out(A[I2(m)]) was determined in [GHMR00, Theorem E], Aut(A[I2(m)]) was
determined in [CP02, Theorem 5.1].

• Endomorphisms: the problem is open (for m = 3 see type An for n = 2 below).

Type An , n > 1:

• Coxeter graph:
1 2 3 n−1 n

• Automorphisms: determined in [DG81] and, independently, in [CC05] for n > 3. For n = 2
see also the references for type I2(m) with m = 3.

• Endomorphisms: determined for n > 5 in [Cas09], and, independently, for n > 4 in [CKM19],
for n > 3 in [Ore24], and for n = 2 a description without proof is given in [Ore24, Proposi-
tion 1.8].

Type Bn , n > 2:

• Coxeter graph:
1 2 3 n−1 n

4

• Automorphisms: determined in [CC05] for n > 3 and, independently, in the present paper for
n > 5. For case n = 2, see type I2(m) with m = 4.

• Endomorphisms: determined for n > 5 in the present paper. The problem is open for n = 2, 3, 4.

Type Dn , n > 4:

• Coxeter graph:
1 2 3 n−2

n−1

n

• Automorphisms: determined in [CP23] for n > 6 and in [Sor21] for n = 4. The problem is
open for n = 5.

• Endomorphisms: determined in [CP23] for n > 6. The problem is open for n = 4, 5.

Type Ãn , n > 1:

• Coxeter graph:
1 2 n−1 n

0

for n > 2,
0 1

∞
for n = 1.

• Automorphisms: determined in [CC05] for n > 2 and, independently, in [PS25] for n > 4.
A[Ã1] ' F2 , the free group of rank 2, so the case n = 1 may be considered as known.

• Endomorphisms: determined in [PS25] for n > 4. The problem is open for n = 2, 3.
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Type C̃n , n > 2:

• Coxeter graph:
0 1 2 n−1 n

44

• Automorphisms: determined in [CC05] for n > 2.

• Endomorphisms: the problem is open for all n > 2.

Problem 7.1 Establish the remaining open cases in the above list. In particular, determine Aut(A[D5]).

Except for type I2(m) and the original paper [DG81] on A[An], all articles cited above were relying on
embedding of the respective Artin groups into mapping class groups of surfaces, and used topological
methods to establish results. These methods are unavailable for the rest of spherical and affine Artin
groups, so it would be desirable, if possible, to develop other methods, which do not use mapping class
groups, to determine the automorphism groups of these Artin groups and describe their endomorphisms.

Problem 7.2∗ Determine the automorphism group of any irreducible spherical or affine Artin group,
not listed above.

Problem 7.3∗ Describe endomorphisms of any irreducible spherical or affine Artin group, not listed
above.
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[Cas09] F Castel, Représentations géométriques des groupes de tresses, Ph. D. Thesis, Université de
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